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The Ford Motor Pl auto as- 
sembly plant has suffered a setback, 
losing a huge contract supplying cars 
to China, says a longtime employee of 
the Oakville facility running for the 
PCs. 

"I can see that we've already lost the 
China orders that we ship about 100 
units to China a day,” Rudy Cuzzetto 
told the Peel Weekly News. 


lantes government for 
i Chinese contract 


ae 


“Tt ithas been delivered for three-years 
but now they've stopped production to 
China of that vehicle. Right now we’re 
not shipping anything to China. We’ve 
lost that order right now because of 
problems with the federal and provin- 
cial government,” he said, blaming 
“mismanagement” for the bad news. 

Cuzzetto says the order was to sup- 
ply “approximately” 100 vehicles per 
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day to the Chinese, between both shifts 
at the plant. 

He didn’t go into specifics about how 
both levels of government were re- 
sponsible for the loss of the contract. 
The order was worth billions and 
helped secure the future of the plant, 
which employs 4,600 people. 
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“We're not shipping anything to China,” says Cuzzetto 


Continued from Pg 1 


Ford Motor Company has yet 
to respond to our questions re- 
garding this story. 

Cuzzetto, a 31-year veteran at 
the plant, was a vehicle auditor 
and is now involved in quality 
control. He’s also a first-time 
PC candidate running in the re- 
named riding of Mississauga- 
Lakeshore. 

Cuzzetto is attempting to un- 
seat Finance Minister Charles 
Sousa, who is the current MPP 
for the area. 

He says the company cut op- 
erating hours when the Chi- 
nese pulled the plug on their 
order for the Lincoln MKX. 

Before the cancellation, the 
pe had been on a 20 to 24 

our a day production sched- 
ule. That’s been cut to 16 hours. 

“That’s going to affect a lot of 
the employees there, their 
livelihood, because a lot of 
workers rely on that 10 hours 
overtime to make their family 
better. Now that their hours 
are being cut, some of them 
might lose their homes.” 

Jessica Martin, a spokesper- 
son for Charles Sousa, released 


the following statement; "Our 
government provided $709 
million to help transform the 
Oakville assembly plant into a 
state-of-the-art global manu- 
facturing facility, creating one 
of Ford’s most sophisticated 
plants in the world.” 

“This investment helped se- 
cure production of the Ford 
Edge, and propelled Ford’s de- 
cision to produce the new Edge 
model at the Oakville plant, se- 
curing even more jobs,” she 
continued. “In total, our gov- 
ernment has invested $1.45 bil- 
lion in the auto sector across 
Ontario, leveraging over $16 
billion of private investment 
and helping to create/retain 
over 80,000 jobs in Ontario.” 

“It's unfortunate that the 
Conservative Party and their 
leader Doug Ford have op- 
posed these investments every 
step of the way. They don’t be- 
lieve that business partner- 
ships create jobs and on several 
occasions have said that they 
would cancel the kind of in- 
vestments we made in the Ford 
Oakville plant,” Martin said. 

Cuzzetto says the lost Chi- 
nese order is symptomatic of 


poles Ontario has had 
eeping manufacturing jobs in 
the province under the Wynne 
government. “We've lost 
350,000 manufacturing jobs 
here in Ontario and we have to 
bring as many of them back as 
we can. They’re the backbone 
of this province.” 

In January, the automaker 
announced it would redesign 
the Edge as a sport perform- 
ance crossover SUV specifically 
for global export from the 
Oakville plant starting up this 
summer. 

The automaker announced it 
would spend $1.2 billion over 
four years to retool its plants in 
southern Ontario and launch a 
research and engineering cen- 
tre in Ottawa. As part of the 
automaker’s plan for southern 
Ontario, Ford negotiated a 
labour contract with Unifor in 
November 2016 that included 
investments of $700 million 
for its assembly plants in 
Windsor and Oakville. 

The 487-acre Ford facility in 
Oakville was opened in 1953 
and currently assembles the 
Ford Edge, Ford Flex, Lincoln 
MKX and Lincoln MKT. 
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She may have Polish roots, 
but after dismissing that coun- 
try’s men as “high strung,” and 

“m your face”, Mississauga 
Councillor Carolyn Parrish got 
ripped by a group demanding 
she apologize. 

“The words I heard are un- 
acceptable, unfounded and 
ithe| erson who said them 
should apologize to the Polish 
and all other communities in 
multicultural Canada,” said 
Juliusz Kirejezyk, District 
President of the Canadian Pol- 
ish Congress. 

Parrish, who “grew up in a 
large Polish family,” is the 
councillor for War 5 in Mal- 
ton, which has a large ethnic 
community. She made a 
swe ping generalization of 
Polish men at a council meet- 
ing Wednesday, Apr. 11 during 
atribute to outgoing Commis- 
sioner of Planning and Build- 
ing Ed Sajecki. 


“Generally growing u 
family of P. pteh men, pe he 
said. “Lots of Polish men, I was 
bound and determined never 
to marry one. They're all hi 
strung, they’re all edgy, they're 
all in your face,” she said. 

The comments drew the ire 
of Kirejczyk, who reminded 
Canadians of the country's 
rich ethnic heritage in a writ- 
ten statement to the Peel 
Weekly News. 

“As we all know, we have in 
Canada people from all over 
the ern They work hard and 
participate to the well being of 
all of us, and such unjust, 
stereotyping words should 
never be voiced at the public 
meeting by elected officials.” 

He said he would pass the 
matter on to the Executive 
Board Of the Canadian Polish 
Congress and to Mississauga 
District of CPC. 

Ward 8 Councillor Matt Ma- 


honey spoke immediately 
after Parrish and jokingly 
steered clear of controversy, 
saying, “I’m not going to go 
down the Polish road having a 
Polish wife, I'll leave all that 
alone.” 

Mayor Bonnie Crombie has 
spoken about her proud Polish 
roots, speaks the language and 
cave ‘the keynote address at 

e Canada-Poland Chamber 
of Commerce last October. 

The city will mark Polish 
Day with a cultural festival on 
June 9, “celebrating Polish- 
Canadian contribution to- 
wards Canada’ s rich cultural 
mosaic, according to the Pol- 
ish Day Website. 

The event has particular sig- 
nificance this year, as Poland 
is celebrating 100 years of in- 
dependence. Last year the 
event drew 20,000 visitors. 
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As our Provincial elec- 
tion gets closer (Jun. 7), 
all I seem to be seeing is 
the same personal at- 
tacks on all leadership 
candidates (including the 
incumbent), as we wit- 
nessed in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. 

These affronts are com- 
ing from the same 
sources - both News 
Media and Social Media 
platforms. Any smart 
person can see through 
journalists and_ their 
newspaper’s affiliations. 

I can tolerate fair criti- 
cism in print. However, 
social media posts how- 
ever are different. They 
go straight for the throats 
of anyone that is running 
in this election. If you’re 
one of these people, do 
you have all the facts? 

Apparently not, looking 
at both sides of any argu- 
ment. It’s very easy to 
criticize a government 
that’s been in power for 
15 years and had bad 
judgment, spending deci- 
sions, scandals and much 
more. 

Reality check - no gov- 
ernment in power that 
long could possibly stay 
perfect. Don’t forget that 
the Liberals started out 
with the best of inten- 
tions for Ontario and did 
win the past 3 terms, 
with them still managing 
to win with the last elec- 
tion’s attacks by other 
parties. 

Why is it different this 
time around? Well, On- 
tario is just plain tired, 
with economic condi- 
tions constantly chang- 
ing. Perhaps we don’t 
think our government is 
doing enough to help the 
common Ontario resi- 
dent. 

According to polls, the 


PCs should win this elec- 
tion, but in my mind it 
just should not be a slam 
dunk. The PCs should be 
talking policy and telling 
Ontario what they will do 
to make things better in 
both the short term and 
long term. 

Will Doug Ford live up 
to great leaders of the 
past or be just another 
leader we will all start to 
criticize right out of the 
gate? 

As I see it, every politi- 
cal party has an expiry 
date. It’s just the Liber- 
als’ time, but that does 
not mean we won’t vote 
them back in four years 
from now. 

The PCs need to step up 
and take full control of all 
issues facing Ontario 


now. 

They will need to hit the 
ground running, and as 
much as a leader leads, 
it’s the grassroots candi- 
dates that are about to 
become our government. 
They will need to get 
good at what they do very 
quickly. 

The amount of new 
MPPs will be staggering, 
most with no experience. 

On Jun. 8, I might sug- 
gest MPP school with a 
test! 

As for the constant at- 
tacks in the media and on 
social media, I don't see 
it stopping anytime soon. 

The smart voter in this 
province better start to 
educate themselves on 
the issues, and not the 
personalities and how 
they keep being por- 
trayed on the various 


platforms. There is 
plenty to study. 
Understand moving 


forward - our job as vot- 
ers is to elect the people 
that can make our lives 
better. 

Will you be that voter? 


not insults this June 
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If you believe the results of a 
recent poll, 9 per cent of Face- 
book users deleted their ac- 
counts in recent weeks, among 
them tech pioneers Steve Woz- 
niak and Elon Musk. 

Techpinion research found 
most of the deletions were the 
result of privacy concerns by 
those who feared the misuse of 
their personal data. Ifthe sur- 
vey is accurate, 200 million 
users just unfriended CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg. 

Did Zuckerberg’s robotic ap- 
pearance before a House Com- 
mittee ease the concerns of the 
remaining 2 billion or so active 
users? Isomehow doubt it but 
the creeping sense of unease 
over the practices of the social 
network goes beyond the issue 
of privacy. 

Facebook is a new media 
company making the same 
mistakes that have irrevocably 
damaged the credibility of the 
dying legacy media, allowing 
unchecked political biases to 
sow seeds of mistrust in the 
public. 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 — 9:00 a.m. 


One of the few to grill 
Zuckerberg with tough ques- 
tions was Texas Senator Ted 
Cruz. 

He told Zuckerberg, "there 
are a great many Americans 
who I think are deeply con- 
cerned that Facebook and 
other tech companies are en- 
gaged in a pervasive pattern of 
bias and political censorship.” 

Zucketber responded by 
saying, “Facebook's goal is not 
to engage in political speech”. 

He says he understands the 
"concern" over bias given Face- 
book is based in the left-lean- 
ing Silicon Valley. Zuckerberg 
says he'll try to "root out" bias 
at Facebook. 

Anybody out there dumb 
enough to trust Mark Zucker- 
berg to change the culture of 
the company he created? Did- 
n't think so. 

I would suggest it’s not left- 
wing Silicon Valley that is con- 
cerning to FB users, it’s the 
suppression of conservative 
content and the discriminatory 
practices of his left wing army 
of thought police. 

For many, Facebook is a 
handy way to share pictures of 
their pets, vacations, and post 
observations about their lives, 


habits, and relationships. It is 
also a devastating tool for 
spreading political opinions as 
we saw in the last U.S election. 
Personally, I don’t care that 
Zuckerberg is a Democrat 
Party donor and supporter of 
liberal causes. He’s allowed to 
have his opinion but when his 
views lead to the censorship of 
those with op- 
osing views, it 
ecomes an at- 
tack on the free- 
doms we hold 
dear. 
There have 
been complaints 
by politicians of 
“inappropriate” 
language on FB 
aad demands for 
more censorship. 
It’s little more 
than whining by 
politicians who 
want to shut 
down their crit- 
ics, but I believe 
the social net- 
work welcomes 
such complaints 
because __ they 
provide cover for 
further attacks 
on free expres- 


sion.Cruz cited examples of al- 
leged suppression of conserva- 


tive content like Trump 


supporting sisters “Diamond 
and Silk.” 

Running an operation like 
Facebook is a huge responsibil- 
ity, not just to a company, but 
also as a defender of the values 
in a free society. 


Just because Zuckerberg can 
conceive and build something, 
doesn’t mean he’s mature 
enough to run it. 

Facebook has become bigger 
than its creator’s ability to ac- 
cept the kind of responsibility 
that comes with overseeing 
something tied so closely with 
core societal values. 
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It appears that the operators 
of an Internet platform once 
touted as a neutral space for 
the free flow of ideas are so 
threatened by the growth o 
populism around the world 
that they are trying to rig the 
machine to tilt the Balance the 
other way. 

Conservative content pro- 
ducers need to wean them- 
selves off FB in favour of their 
own sites. If you’re thinking o: 
deleting your account in 
protest over FB censorship, I 
would suggest deliberately 
sharing content that may get 
you booted off. 

If you're going to go, at least 
go in a blaze of glory, forcing 
Zuckerberg’s thought police to 
do what they say they’re not, 
censoring speech. 

If enough of it happens, free- 
dom loving FB users will be 
running for the exits. Perhaps 
then, he'll learn the lesson the 
legacy media never did. 


Unfriending Mr. Zuckerberg 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor @peeldailynews.com 
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First time PC candidate ready to be 


by Marco Patrone 


First-time PC candidate 
Rudy Cuzzetto says he’s ready 
to play ‘giant killer’ in the rid- 
ing of Mississauga South and 
defeat Finance Minister 
Charles Sousa. 

He bases that on the num- 
ber of liberals he has spoken 
to who say they're ready to 
vote for the Tories this June. 

“One gentleman, I can- 
vassed his house last year. He 
says, ‘I was hoping you would 
come back.’ He says ‘Rudy, 
I’m a card-carrying Liberal 
but I’m supporting you and I 
want a lawn sign'.” 

Cuzzetto says that conversa- 
tion took place in an area that 
had been solidly in support of 
Sousa in the past. 

The life-long resident of 
Mississauga South spent 31 
years working at the local 
Ford plant. The quality con- 
trol worker has been politi- 
cally active, but it’s the first 
time he’s been a candidate. 

He says residents are 
adamant about getting rid of 
Premier Kathleen Wynne and 
blame Sousa for his part in 
running up the provincial 
debt. 

“They say he’s (Sousa) gotta 
go as well. That’s what they’re 
telling me at the door. He’s in 
control of the finances and 
he’s put us into this dilemma.” 
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Mississauga South had been 
a Conservative stronghold, 
switching to the Liberals in 
2003 when Tim Peterson was 
elected to Queen's Park. Pe- 
terson crossed the floor to join 
the Tories but was defeated by 
Liberal Charles Sousa in 2007 
by 5,000 votes. 

Sousa has been a high pro- 
file member of the Wynne 
government serving as Fi- 
nance Minister since 2013. 
Cuzzetto says Sousa’s close as- 
sociation to the province’s 


way they are, by 2024, our 


ballooning debt could be his 
undoing. 

“After 15 years of Liberal 
mismanagement, waste, and 
scandal, I know there’s no fu- 
ture for our children and my 
future grandchildren in this 
province. Right now, we all 
owe $23,000 (per person) to 
pay down this Ontario debt. If 
they keep going the way they 
are, it could be $30,000. It 
looks like there’s no end to it.” 

“If they keep spending the 
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“giant killer” in Mississauga South 


debt will be $400b,* he told 
Peel Weekly News. 

In a note to the Peel Weekly 
News from Sousa’s office on 
Apr. 3, the Minister defended 
his government’s perform- 
ance saying, “Ontario’s econ- 
omy has been growing faster 
than Canada and all other G7 
countries since 2014, and has 
created over 800,000 net new 
jobs since the recession, with 
our unemployment rate cur- 
rently at a 17 year low. We’ve 
worked hard to balance the 


budget this year, and expect to 
post a $600 million surplus 
for the 2017 — 2018 year.” 

Cuzzetto doesn’t buy 
Sousa’s rosy picture of where 
the province is headed. 

“If Moody’s (bond credit 
rating agency) downgrades 
Ontario’s credit rating, right 
now weve paying approxi- 
mately $1.1b a month (in in- 
terest payments). If they 


downgrade, those interest 
payments could go up to $24b 
a year. Do you know how 


many hospitals we can fund 
and how much education we 
can fund, how much infra- 
structure we can fund with 
$24b a year?” 

Last month, both Moody’s 
Investor Services and DBRS 
issued warnings to the On- 
tario government over its plan 
to run deficits over the next 
several years. 

The agencies said the Lib- 
eral government’s 2018-19 
budget, which includes bil- 
lions in new spending, would 
hurt the province’s credit pro- 
file in the long term. 

“It demonstrates in the 
clearest terms that the 
province is not committed to 
disciplined ... fiscal policy,” 
DBRS analysts Kernel 

Neither agency downgraded 
Ontario’s debt, but warned 
the province over its decision 
to ‘abandon its commitment 
to balanced budgets’. 

In its recent budget, the 
province introduced billions 
in new spending and fore- 
casted a deficit of $6.7-billion 
for 2018-19 that would not be 
eliminated until 2024. 

At more than $308b, On- 
tario’s is one of the largest 
subnational debts in the world 
and the recent budget offered 
no plan to pay it down. 
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Iannicca rips CBC over “libelous” salary story 


by Marco Patrone 


Ward 7 Councillor 
Nando Iannicca says he 
was libeled in a CBC story 
claiming he makes more 


money than Toronto 
Mayor John Tory. 
“T want to correct the lies 


and misinformation,” Ian- 


nicca told a Mississauga 
council meeting on Apr. 11. 

In an online story by re- 
porter Michael Smee, 


posted Apr. 9, the public 
broadcaster reported 
Tory’s salary, “topped out 
at $192,503, according to 
his office. That's less than 
some 905 councillors took 
home last year.” The story 
goes on to say “Councillors 
Nando Iannicca and Sue 
McFadden both earned 
just over $204,000 last 
has including salaries and 
enefits.” 

Iannicca says the num- 
bers are completely false 
and produced documenta- 
tion in support of his argu- 
ment. 

On the city’s website, 
Mississauga councillor 
salaries are listed as 
$86,916.73. In Iannicca’s 
case, adding fringe bene- 
fits and a car allowance 
puts him at $126,221.17. 

His name does not ap- 
pear on the ‘sunshine list’ 
of provincial employees 
making $100k or more. 

On the city of Toronto’s 
list of salaries for council- 
lors and the mayor, Tory is 
listed as making 
$230,690. 
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“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
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“There’s no question in 
my mind he’s guilty of libel 
and defamation,” by delib- 
erately misrepresenting 
the facts, said Iannicca, or 
the reporter is “not a very 
good journalist.” 

He held up official docu- 
ments, which are readily 
available online itemizin 
the salary numbers to bac 
up his complaint about the 
CBC story. 

The 30-year veteran 
councillor will not be run- 
ning in Ward 7 in the next 
election. 

“Tm stepping down, so I 
hope you don’t get a new 
ward councillor who says 
‘hold on, what just hap- 
pened? I left my $140,000 
job, CBC says I’m entitled 
to 204, or what John Tory 
gets’, well you never were. 
Go argue with the CBC,” 
he said. 

He said there’s no point 
taking reporters to court in 
Canada given the media 
has advantages in cases 
like this which they do not 
have in the U.S. He says 
even when media organi- 


zations are forced to make 
retractions, “no one reads 
the retraction.” 

He also took the oppor- 
tunity to rake the Toronto 
Star over the coals over the 
“12 to 1300 corrections 
they have to make each 
year and it’s on the rise. 
It’s absolutely appalling.” 
Iannicca says it’s a sad 
commentary on the state 
of media these days. 

The main focus of the 
CBC story was a sugges- 
tion by a Toronto council- 
lor the province regulate 
the pay of municipal 
politicians. 

The CBC Toronto story 
quotes Councillor Joe Mi- 
heve as saying, "I don't 
want to decide my salary; 
regrettably, I do have to 
decide my salary. It would 
be a much better world if 
we could have a third party 
adjudicate what that salary 
should be.” 

A message to reporter 
Michael Smee has yet to be 
responded to. 


May Monteiro 
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We saw the best and the 
worst of social media last 
week. 

The best was the outpour- 
ing of love for the families of 
those killed on the Hum- 
boldt hockey bus. The 
hockey jerseys. The hockey 
sticks. The GoFundMe that 
went through the roof. 

The hundreds of thou- 
sands of comments in sup- 
port of the families and the 
survivors. The candle-light 
services. The observances at 
hockey games from the 
smallest arena in the nation 
— to games of the NHL tele- 
vised across North America. 

Truly, it was so touching — 
so Canadian —- that it 
brought tears to my eyes 
more than once. 

What could be more 
Canadian than losing a bus- 
full of hockey players? 
Young men and women in 
the primes of their lives. 

I hope this outpouring of 
love nation-wide and 
around the world helped the 
families in their grief. 

When I was a firefighter, 
I tried to attend every line- 
of-duty funeral I could, not 
to be an individual there — 
but rather to be one of the 
thousands who came to pay 
respects. 

I imagined the families of 
those who had given their 
lives in the line of duty to be 
somewhat comforted in 
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knowing that thousands of 
firefighters would show up 
at their funeral. 

Our national observance 
last week was like a whole 
nation going to the funeral. 
“We're with you,” we told 
them. 

The worst of social media 
raised it's head when Nora 
Loreto made her now fa- 
mous comment on Twitter. 

She wrote, “I'm trying to 
not get cynical about what is 
a totally devastating tragedy 
but the maleness, the youth- 
fulness and the whiteness of 
the victims are, of course, 
playing a significant role.” 

Well, for many - already 
emotionally charged by the 
bus tragedy, this was as a 
red flag to a bull. 

Those who died, after all — 
died in the act of playing out 
Canada's national identity. 

I saw the Tweet very early 
— and took a sharp breath. It 
was provocative. But it was- 
n't wrong. 

I don't know if Loreto 
identifies as First Nations, 
but I saw that she identifies 
her location as, “traditional 
territory of Huron-Wendat, 
Abenaki, Wabanaki Confed- 
eracy, Wolastoqiyik & Hau- 
denosaunee (a Québec)” 

That informed my further 
thinking. That got me think- 
ing about the Murdered and 
Missing Indigenous Women 
and Girls. There are 582 of 
them. 

When have we ever had a 
memorial or put out hockey 
sticks or red flowers — or 
something — anything - for 
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A memorial tribute to the Humboldt Broncos set up at Saskatchewan Stone at the entrance of 
Rockwood Park, located in Saint John, New Brunswick. (Photo Courtesy of JayHawkDown / Twitter) 


these sisters? 

Loreto made me realize 
that we've allowed their 
passing to go unnoticed. I 
can't think of anything more 
un-Canadian than that. 

Fantastic that we remem- 
ber these titans of hockey. 
But what also about the 
women and girls? 

Worst was the pile-on of 
vile, un-Canadian com- 


ments directed at Loreto. 
Threats against her safety, 
even. I'm not sure if she 
would have expected the 
backlash she's got, but she's 
braved it incredibly well. 

Emotions were certainly 
charged after the Humboldt 
tragedy, but it didn't war- 
rant this. 

I saw a post via my Face- 
book friend one-time Lib- 


eral strategist Warren Kin- 
sella about attending the 
Assembly of First Nations 
Conference last year — and 
the booth for the Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls inquiry 
having a booth at that con- 
ference — and that the booth 
remained empty through 
the entire conference. 

First Nations leaders are 


now opening calling the i in- 
quiry a farce and a waste of 
tax dollars. 

While Nora Loreto migh 
have been provocative, 
maybe even with more than| 
a bit of hyperbole — she's 
also right. 

Terrible. Heart wrenching 
that these young hocke 
players died. But wha 
about other lives that we 
virtually ignore? Like the 
582 indigenous women and 
girls who are missing o 
murdered. 

We'll be a better nation! 
when they all matter just as 
much. 

I don't know if there's a 
day to remember those 
women and girls. But there 
should be. And we should 
all know when it is. 

We should all be as con- 
scientious about putting ow 
a candle for them as we 
were about putting hocke 
sticks out for those mem- 
bers of the hockey team. 


Those who have not been forgotten 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


410 and 427 toll lanes stun Brampton resident 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In May 2013, Finance 
Minister Charles Sousa an- 
nounced in his provincial 
budget that high occupancy 
vehicle toll lanes would 
more than double around 
the region — including pos- 
sibly Hwy. 410. 

Sousa said HOT lanes 
could raise between $200 
million and $300 million. 

An earlier report on rev- 
enue tools for Metroline 
suggested they could raise 
$250 annually by 2020. 
Revenue for existing HOV 
lanes is about $25 million 
annually. 

The flaw in Ontario is that 
the population is expected 
to grow significantly in the 
next 20 years. There won’t 
be enough lane space in the 
HOV lanes to make them at- 


tractive. 

Ontario NDP Leader An- 
drea Horwath disparaged 
the HOT lanes as “Lexus 
lanes” available only to 
those who can afford to pay. 

“The one thing (in the 
budget) that’s supposed to 
be about transit isn’t really 
about transit. It discourages 
people from taking transit 
and it creates Lexus lanes in 
the province,” she said. 

However, Sousa says HOT 
lanes are about offering 
transportation alternatives. 
“We want to be able to offer 
choice to those who choose 
to use them and pay for 
them,” he said. 

The people of Brampton 
are being absolutely 
stunned, as the 410 and 427 
lanes are going to be open 


sooner rather than later. 
Hwy. 410 is already jammed 
solid in rush hour. 

People who want to reach 
at their destination within 
limited time are already fac- 
ing problems. 

With the addition of a toll 
lane, many commuters will 
not be able to use that lane 
because of the fees being 
implemented. 

This will lead to less traffic 
in the toll lane and heavy 
traffic in the other lanes, 
therefore eliminating any 
progress made towards 
widening the highways. 

Taxes are collected from 
the residents to help fix our 
roads and widen highways 
when needed. Recently, an 
8% increase on gasoline was 
implemented, but the gov- 


ernment is creating new 
ways to take the public’s 
hard-earned money. 

Where does all the money 
go? If you ask local resident 
Kuldip Boparai, who has 
created a petition to fight 
the initiative, the popula- 
tion is increasing and more 
people are paying taxes, 
while the government is 
looking for even more ways 
to take from its people 

“We are sending letters to 
Queen’s Park and all the 
area MPPs, Mayor and 
Councils,” said Harbans 
Singh, who is partnered 
with Boparai to help draw 
awareness to the petition. 

“Recently, the Federal 
government gave billions of 
dollars to the Ontario gov- 
ernment for the upgrading 


of the transportation infra- 
structure,” Boparai added. 

“Why are Brampton MPs 
not asking the Ontario gov- 
ernment to help with the 
widening of both Highway 
410 and 427? Why are the 
residents of Ontario still 
paying on top of their al- 
ready high taxes for the 
widening of the highway?” 

“We are strongly opposing 
the planned toll on High- 
ways 427 and 410 and we 
are not willing to let it go 
easily,” said Singh. “Once 
the government imple- 
ments this toll, there is no 
telling what else could be 
tolled. Hospital emergency 
Services? Will people who 
can afford tolls get better 
services than ones will who 
cannot?” 


Weare not in a position to 
use the heavily-tolled High- 
way 407, even though the 
highway goes through 
Brampton. 

If it was more affordable 
to residents in the GTA, 
traffic could easily be low- 
ered on our highways and 
streets. 

When this new toll takes 
effect, we will not be in a po- 
sition to use the extra lane 
the government has made 
to alleviate the traffic con- 
gestion, which brings us 
back to the traffic position 
we are in today. 


Surjit Singh Flora is a 
Brampton resident and 
columnist. 
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Electric bus trial set to launch in Brampton and York Region 


by Kettelia Wright 


With one of the fastest- 
growing transit systems in 
Canada, Brampton will soon 
be involved in a $40-million 
ete program to test electric 

attery-powered buses that 
will make transit faster, 
cleaner and greener. 

Steven Del Duca, On- 
tario's minister of economic 
development and growth, 
announced Monday in New- 
market that the province 
was providing up to $13 
million to buy 14 electric 
buses and install four charg- 
ing systems over the next 
two years in Brampton and 
York Region. 

Phase 1 of the Pan-Cana- 
dian Electric Bus Integra- 
tion project will roll out in 
Brampton, York Region and 
Vancouver. The project, ex- 
pected to begin service in 
2019 and funded by pro- 
ceeds from Ontario's cap 


and trade carbon market, 
will be coordinated by the 
Canadian Urban Transit Re- 
search and Innovation Con- 
sortium (CUTRIC), a green 
transportation group. It will 
collaborate with two vehicle 
manufacturers - New Flyer 
Industries and Nova Bus - 
and the charging-station 
manufacturers ABB Group 
and Siemens Canada. 
Josipa G. Petrunic, execu- 
tive-director and CE of the 
consortium, said the project 
is unique in many ways. 
"The standardization of 
the charging systems and 
the buses, that's not hap- 
pening anywhere else in the 
world," Petrunic said. "You 
have two bus manufacturers 
and two charging system 
manufacturers, all of whom 
compete with each other, 
and they have decided to de- 
sign their systems to inter- 


operate.” 

The cities involved “are 
essentially a global Mecca 
for electric transit technol- 
ogy," Petrunic said. "They'll 
be the first cities in the 
world where this kind of in- 
teroperability exists. It's 
putting them on the map. It 
shows the power of mid-size 
cities especially leading the 
world in electric-vehicle in- 
novation.” 

The E-Buses will be 
launched on two familiar 
routes in Brampton, Route 
26 Mount Pleasant, and 
Route 23 Sandalwood, with 
charging stations at Sandal- 
wood transit station and 
Mount Pleasant Village ter- 
minal. The primary routes 
in York Region will be Route 
55 along Davis Drive, with a 
charging station at New- 
market Go Bus Terminal, 
and between the Richmond 


Hill bus terminal over to the 
Davis Drive terminal. 

“The pilot will allow us to 
start running the buses on 
these routes, and see how 
effective they are operating 
in different weather condi- 
tions, and basically testing 


technology, giving us an op- 
portunity to analyze the 
data we collect from the 
pilot project,” said Ann- 
Marie Carroll, general man- 
ager of York Region Transit. 

The charging strategy will 
allow buses to be on the 


road almost 24 hours a day, 
Petrunic said. 

“The charging will take 
only three or four minutes, 
rather than three or four 
hours, which is a complete 
transformation.” 


Baylis Medical set to get new facility with 


provincial 
by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga’s Baylis 
Medical Company will soon 
get funding to build an ad- 
ditional facility and expand 
their product development, 
with the help of provincial 
funding. 

The announcement came 
Monday morning from 
Economic Development 
Minister Steven Del Duca 
during a conference in 
Toronto. 

Baylis, which produces 
and develops specialized 
equipment for spinal pro- 
cedures along with cardiol- 
ogy and radiology use, said 
the funding will help them 
create a new Medical Inno- 
vation Centre with an ap- 


funding 


proximate 233 jobs to be 
filled. 

“(This) will sharpen our 
competitive edge as we 
continue to expand our in- 
ternational reach and posi- 
tion our company as a 
global leader in the 


medtech sector," _— said 
Baylis president Kris Shah. 

The expansion will allow 
the company to develop 
new product lines and 
technology, as well as help 
the company expand into 
new international markets 


in Europe and Asia. 

The province previously 
partnered with Baylis Med- 
ical in 2016 to support an 
R&D expansion project at 
their Mississauga plant. 

In a statement, Del Duca 
said that the funding an- 
nouncement fits in well 
with the province’s already 
established Jobs and Pros- 
perity Fund. 

“This will help the com- 
pany make an even greater 
impact on helping patients, 
while accelerating the 
growth of Ontario’s econ- 
omy and creating high 
value jobs in the province,” 
he said. 


Mississauga Wins Awards for 
Financial Reporting 


Mississauga’s account- 
ing department took 
home honors last week 
for the 20th straight 
time, as they won the 
Canadian Award for Fi- 
nancial Reporting from 
the Government Fi- 
nance Officers Associa- 
tion. 

The announcement 
makes Mississaugs the 
longest-winning munic- 
ipality in the province. 

Chief Financial Officer 
Gary Kent congratulated 
his time last week dur- 
ing City Council, as they 
were awarded with cer- 
tificates for their efforts. 

“For many years, we 


have excelled at present- 
ing our financial reports 
in an informative and 
innovative way,” he said. 

“Twenty consecutive 
awards speak to our 
high standard of strong 
comprehensive financial 
reporting and the com- 
mitment we uphold to 
being transparent and 
accountable.” 

The City also received 
its very first Popular An- 
nual Financial Report- 
ing Award for its 2016 
Financial Report High- 
lights. 


Is this Province ready for a change, because its starts June 7 


[e 


ONTARIOPC what we need? 


PC’s rolling out 


policies, is it 


ONTARIO 


More promises, 
will it help 
them? 


ONTARIO 


NDP! 


Are the NDP 
in line for a 


default opposition? 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN April 18_Layout 1 2018-04-19 11:41 PM Page 10 


Apr. 18, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 10 


Hunter talks talent during MBOT event 


by Alex Gregory 


The time to attract sus- 
tainable talent and make 
education more accessible is 
now, a provincial minister 
said Thursday. 

Advanced Education and 
Skills Development Minis- 
ter Mitzie Hunter was in 
Mississauga last week to 
hold a keynote address for 
business and education pro- 
fessionals, and stressed the 
importance of creating a 
sustainable talent pipeline 
and building on training op- 
portunities. 

“We make smart choices,” 
Hunter said, referring to the 
Liberal government’s recent 
budget announcement and 
their talks with business 
owners across Ontario. 

The province will invest 
more than $63 million over 
the next three years as part 
of a new training bank that 
will support post-secondary 
students and workers. 

The training bank will 
help make education more 
accessible to people and 
spur enrollment in the 
skilled trades, she ex- 
plained. 


“(Many _ students) take 
low-paying jobs and take 
themselves out of the talent 
pipeline ... we know they 
need relief,” she said, refer- 
encing ballooning post-sec- 
ondary tuition costs. 

The training bank will in- 
clude a number of initia- 
tives, including financial 
literary school programs, 
modernizing career curricu- 
lums and a greater focus on 
entrepreneurship and small 
business creation. 

The announcement was 
welcomed by the Missis- 
sauga Board of Trade, 
which hosted the event. 

MBOT president David 
Wojcik said that while Peel 
is “ahead of the curve” in 
terms of teaching financial 
literacy, more also needs to 
be done to help local busi- 
nesses. 

“Our business community 
feels taxes are piling on, and 
they need relief,” he said. 

A pilot program for the 
training bank has already 
rolled out to 28 high schools 
within the province. 


JJ 


a 
Founding Advisory Board 


Mitzie Hunter (centre, blue) speaks with Mississauga Board of 
Trade CEO David Wojcik during an event at Erin Mills Town Cen- 
tre on Apr. 11, 2018. (Photo Courtesy of Mindshare Workspace) 


Brampton Fireworks Vendors face 
mandatory annual fire safety course 


Brampton has _ an- 
nounced the continuation 
of a mandatory initiative 
affecting Fireworks Ven- 
dors in the city. 

In what is being called 
"an effort to promote 
safety", two annual fire 
safety courses for fireworks 
vendors have been an- 
nounced this month sched- 
uled Wednesday, Apr. 18 
and Thursday, Apr. 26 at 
the Fire Life Safety Educa- 
tion Centre (225 Central 
Park Drive), beginning at 6 


shy 
Vendors looking to sell 
fireworks on Victoria Day 


aa 


or Canada Day are required 
to register for a session, as 
per Licensing by-laws ap- 
proved by Council in 2016. 

Additional courses are to 
be scheduled in September, 
should a vendor wish to sell 
for Diwali. 

Fireworks vendors must 
register in advance by call- 
ing (905) 874-2740 and 
pay a registration fee of 
$100. 

For vendors with opera- 
tions spanning multiple lo- 
cations, at least one 
operator from each loca- 
tion is required to have 
completed the course. 


co. x, 


Construction disruption key concern during LRT meeting 


by Alex Gregory 


Construction backups 
along the Hurontario corri- 
dor were among the key 
concerns raised during an 
information session last 
week on the Hurontario 
LRT project. 

Project staff and key 
stakeholders met with the 
public to update the 
progress of the Metrolinx 
project during an informa- 
tion session last week near 
the Mississauga/Brampton 
border. 

Accessibility and full in- 
tegration for both cities is at 
the top of the priority list for 
project staff, said Metrolinx 
HLRT director Darshpeet 
Bhatti. 

“Tt’s important that we 
learn from others and factor 
those concerns in,” Bhatti 
said, referring to similar 
projects held in_ cities 
throughout the U.S., includ- 
ing St. Louis in Missouri, 
Oklahoma City and Mary- 


land. 

The 22-stop Hurontario 
LRT will run from Gateway 
Terminal in Brampton to 
Port Credit in Mississauga, 
and is expected to be com- 
pleted by 2022, and will cost 
an estimated $1.4 billion. 

Despite current con- 
struction delays in 
Cooksville and Port Credit, 
the HLRT represents mas- 
sive potential for business 
owners, said Rollin Stanley, 
who works as Calgary’s gen- 
eral manager of urban strat- 
egy. 
“When you look at the 
LRT, the opportunity really 
does exist,” Stanley said, 
pointing to demographic 
trends that show high pop- 
ulation growth and a 
higher-than normal number 
of seniors living in Bramp- 
ton. 

Stanley pointed to the 
Hurontario corridor as a 
huge boon for local busi- 


nesses, pointing out that 
small businesses in cities 
that have helmed LRT proj- 
ects have seen increased 
foot traffic thanks to tie-in 
promotions and new con- 
struction. 

Mississauga Board of 
Trade president David Woj- 
cik, who spoke at the event, 
said that the project is vital 
to the Region’s infrastruc- 
ture. “10 to 20 years from 
now, people will be com- 
muting on the LRT,” he 
said. 

Wojcik’s comments 
were shared by Minister 
Mitzie Hunter, who also 
commented on the LRT ear- 
lier that day during a sepa- 
rate MBOT event. 

“It’s vital that we con- 
nect our communities 
through rapid transit,” she 
said, referring to recent 
budget announcements by 
Transportation Minister 
Steven Del Duca. 


Construction concerns 
were a big point of con- 
tention, according to audi- 
ence feedback after the 
presentation. 

“Construction is un- 
avoidable, and there’s no 
way around it,” said Bhatti, 
who noted that both 
Cooksville and Port Credit 
are the most congested in 
terms of utilities. 

Though he stopped 
short of giving an exact 
timetable for when con- 
struction would ease up in 
both areas, he noted that 
more information will be- 
come available once the 
project proposal process is 
completed, which is esti- 
mated to be later this year. 

“It’s a compromise,” 
said Bhatti. “We won't be 
perfect, but ’'m confident 
that we'll deliver this.” 


Rollin Stanley, Calgary’s general manager of urban strategy, 
speaks during an information session on the Hurontario LRT on 
Apr. 11, 2018. (Photo Courtesy of Mississauga Board of Trade) 


A big thank you to all of our fans for a great 


2017 / 2018 season, see you all next year. 


For Season Tickets go to: 


www.mississaugasteelheads.com 
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Craft beer festival, Matthew Good headline Caledon’s 2018 
summer season 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon kicked off the 2018 
event season with a splashy 
press conference last Thursday 
to announce “Celebrate Cale- 
don”, a host of initiatives and 
festivals that are sure to keep 
visitors entertained all summer 
long. 

The new brand was designed 
in part with help from the 
province’s Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport as away to 
spotlight the second weekend 
in June each year, which typical 
hosts several major events and 
festivals. 

Last year saw the launch of 
Cheers Caledon, a craft beer 
and cider festival that featured 
the best of local producers in- 
cluding Caledon Hills, Pom- 
mies and Spirit Tree. Alongside 
lead performer Sloan, the event 
attracted hundreds of visitors 
and proved to be a smash hit. 

Cheers Caledon returns again 
this year on the June 15 - 16 
weekend, alongside the Cale- 
don Day celebrations on the 
16th from 2 - 11 p.m. 

Mayor Allan Thompson said 
during the conference that the 


event has become a signature 
event that not only brings the 
community together, but has 
become a destination for visi- 
tors across the region. 

“Tinvite everyone to come out 
and see for (themselves),” he 
said to assembled guests and 
media outlets. 

Cheers Caledon will run from 
6 - 11 p.m. on June 15 at the 
Caledon Town Hall campus, 
and will include tents featuring 
local beer/cider producers, 
along with a new VIP ticket 
package that includes admis- 
sion to both events, as well as 
premium seating and snacks. 

Matthew Good will take the 
main stage the following 
evening as part of the Caledon 
Day festivities, which attracted 
more than 12,000 visitors last 
year. 

The four-time Juno Award 
winner will cap a full day of live 
entertainment, food and fun 
alongside a spectacular fire- 
works display. 

Ticket prices for Cheers Cale- 
don are $20 in advance or $25 
at the door, and can be pur- 


chased from cheerscaledon.ca. 
Admission for the Caledon Day 
event on June 16 is free. 

Also new this year is Velocity, 
a fundraiser to benefit seniors’ 
programs organized by Cale- 
don Community Services. 

The fundraiser will be held on 
the morning of June 16, and 
will include 10, 25, 60 and 
100km bike rides for residents 
to participate in. 

“(Velocity) showcases all the 
best of what Caledon has to 
offer -- the villages, hamlets and 
beautiful rolling countryside,” 
said Velocity committee chair 
Ian Armstrong. 

Cyclists can register online for 
a fee of $60 ($30 for cyclists 
under 18). Fundraising pledges 
or donations will be gratefully 
accepted. Registration is open 
online at ccsvelocity.ca. 

For more information, visit 
the Town of Caledon event 
websites at cheerscaledon.ca, 
caledon.ca/celebrate or cale- 
don.ca/caledonday. 


PRE RO 


TOWN OF CALEL 


Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson and local craft beer and cider producers toast the official an- 
nouncement of the second annual Cheers Caledon festival during a press conference on Apr. 11, 


2018. (Submitted Photo) 


GardenFest sprouts into Caledon this July Sikh Heritage at City Hall 


by Alex Gregory 


Local residents will 
once again indulge their 
“sreen thumbs” during 
the 11th annual Garden- 
Fest, which takes over 
the Plant Paradise Coun- 
try Gardens on July 7 and 
8. 

Festival visitors will 
learn new ideas and get 
planting inspiration dur- 
ing the annual festival, 
which will include free 
botanical guided tours 
helmed by co-owner and 
local author Lorraine 
Roberts (A Recipe for 
Continuous Bloom, Spec- 
tacular Plant Combina- 
tions for the Perennial 
Garden). 

Roberts. will share 
garden tips and design 
techniques she has used 
in the process of creating 


the gardens, which were 
awarded by the Canadian 
Garden Council as last 
year’s Destination Gar- 
den Centre of the Year. 
Admission is free, but 
registration for one of the 
tours is required. Two 
tours will be held on each 


day, and will run from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Food and 
refreshments will be 


served during the tour. 
Visitors can also walk 
the trails at the gardens 
and purchase hard-to- 
find plant species at the 
gardens’ on-site shop. 
a ae "3 


al 


Plant Paradise Gar- 
dens is located at 16258 
Humber Station Road. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit plantparadisec- 
ountrygardens.ca/garde 
nfest-plant-paradise- 
country-gardens-cale- 
don. 


Brampton will celebrate 
the conclusion of Sikh Her- 
itage Month with a special 
celebration at City Hall on 
Apr. 26 from 6 - 8 p.m. 

Visitors are invited to 
join city staff and council- 
lorsfor an evening of net- 
working, refreshments and 
presentations acknowledg- 
ing the celebration and its 
impact on the community. 

April was _ previously 
proclaimed as Sikh Heritage 
Month by the Province of 
Ontario, which acknowl- 
edges the important contri- 


butions that Sikh Canadians 
have made to the province’s 
social, economic, political 
and cultural fabric. 

In a release last week, 
the city said that the month- 
long event is an opportunity 
to remind, celebrate and ed- 
ucate future generations 
about Sikh Canadians, in- 
cluding Bramptonians, and 
the important role they have 
played and continue to play 
in our community and 
across our country. 

Admission is free. 
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by Sylvia Jones 


This April is “Be A Donor” 
Month - an opportunity to 
raise awareness about the 
importance of organ dona- 
tions. 

One donor can save up to 
eight lives, and help the 
lives of up to 75 individuals 
by donating tissue. 

In Ontario, there are over 
1,500 people waiting for a 
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lifesaving organ transplant, 
and every three days some- 
one will die because they did 
not get their transplant in 
time. 

The importance of organ 
donation is why I was so 
struck by the story of Logan 
Boulet of the Humboldt 
Broncos. 

The tragedy of the Hum- 


a 


_ 


4 
Gift of L 


ife 


boldt Broncos has touched 
people across Canada. 
Logan was one of the 16 
people who died after the 
tragic crash with the Hum- 
boldt junior hockey team in 
Saskatchewan. 

While Logan has passed 
on, he has left a legacy be- 
cause he signed his organ 
donor card. Logan’s organ 
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April is “Be a Donor” Month 


donation saved the lives of 
six people. 

Logan’s final act of hero- 
ism and compassion has 
caused a significant spike in 
the number of people regis- 
tering to be donors across 
Canada. 

According to the Canadian 
Transplant Society, registra- 
tion are up more than 100 
per cent, including a five- 
fold increase in registration 
by 16-25 year olds. 

Ontario needs more 
donors. Currently there are 
about 3.9 million Ontarians 
registered to be a donor, but 
that is only 32% of the eligi- 
ble population of 12.3 mil- 
lion. 

Age does not disqualify 
you from donating. The old- 
est organ donor was over 90 
years old. Further, current 
or past medical history does 
not prevent you from regis- 
tering to be a donor, be- 
cause cases are reviewed on 
a case-by-case basis. 

The most recent data from 
2016 shows that there are 
hundreds of people waiting 
for transplants at any given 
time. 


In 2016, 1048 people were 
waiting for a kidney, 223 
people were waiting for a 
liver, and 60 people were 
waiting for a heart. 

In all, when you agree to 
give the gift of life, you are 
committing to giving your 
kidney, liver, intestine, 
heart, lung, and pancreas to 
someone who needs it to 
live. 

Registering to be an organ 
donor is easy. All you need 
to do have is your health 
care number and _ visit 
www.beadonor.ca to update 
or check your status. 

As many as 15% of Ontar- 
ians believe they are regis- 
tered, when in fact they are 
not. 

I encourage you to check 
your status, to make sure 
that you are a donor. Most 
of all, I encourage you to 
visit the website and learn 
more about being a donor 
and giving the gift of life. 


Sylvia Jones is the Mem- 
ber of Provincial Parlia- 
ment for the 
Dufferin-Caledon area. 


It may be over six 
months to the Municipal 
Election, but spending a 
few minutes now to check 
if you're on the prelimi- 
nary list of electors will 
make it easier when you go 
to the polls. 

All eligible voters are 
urged to visit www.voter- 
lookup.ca to check if they 
have been included in the 
Preliminary List of Elec- 
tors and that their infor- 
mation is correct. 

Voterlookup.ca is an on- 
line service that allows res- 
idents to confirm they are 
on the list to vote for the 
upcoming municipal and 
school board elections, and 
that all their information is 
correct. Voters can also 
add an elector name or 
change their school sup- 


port. 

An eligible voter is a per- 
son who is at least 18 years 
of age, a Canadian citizen, 
resides in Peel Region, or 
is a property owner or ten- 
ant in Peel or the spouse of 
such owner or tenant. 

To learn more, visit 
voterlookup.ca or contact 
MPAC at 1-866-296-6722 
or TTY 1-877-889-6722. 
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fly @PazanGallery 


PAZAN 
GALLERY.COM 


6A Brant Avenue 
Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 


Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


Original 


Fo ETE IN KOEI INE IY MEIN MEY RIP 


Restarted 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 
Call or email us at info@PazanGallery.com to book your appointment 
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Female trailblazers to be 
honored at May gala 


Award-winning activist 
Samra Zafar and Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie will 
be honored for their work in- 
spiring local women during 
the third annual Fierce and 
Fabulous gala, which will be 
held May 3 at the Mississauga 
Convention Centre. 

Organized by the Peel 
Children’s Aid Foundation, 
the gala is set to bring over 
200 guests together for a 
night of food, drinks and en- 
tertainment in support of 
women and youth across the 
Region. 

Within Peel alone, more 


than 66,000 children and 
youth live in poverty. 

Funds raised from the 
gala will support the preven- 
tion of neglect and abuse, 
promote health and wellness, 
and provide enrichment op- 
portunities for all children 
under the care or supervision 
of Peel Children’s Aid. 

Tickets are $75 for the 
gala, which kicks off at 6:30 
p.m. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, email Ur- 
sula at uladner@peelcas.org 
or call (905) 363-6131, ext. 
1151. 


Wynn 


childcare centre 


by Curtis Underwood 


The province’s largest 
childcare centre got a big 
boost last week thanks to 
the grand opening of a new 
branch. 

Premier Kathleen Wynne 
visited Oakville last week to 
attend the grand opening of 
ErinoakKids’ new facility. 

The Oakville facility is one 
of three new facilities the 
childcare provider is open- 
ing, including upcoming 
branches in Brampton and 
Mississauga, with the intent 
of expanding their services 
to more families living in 
and around Peel Region. 

Collectively, the three new 
facilities will double the 
centre's space and provide 
more care to children and 
youth with special needs in 
Ontario. 

The expansion follows the 
province’s $163 million dol- 
lar investment into the proj- 
ect announced earlier in the 
year. 

ErinoakKids helps over 
16,000 children and youth 
living with physical, intel- 
lectual, developmental, and 
communication disabilities, 


including autism, each year. 
The expanded services 
will include therapeutic 


playrooms and multi-sen- 
sory rooms, an audiology 
area for hearing aid fitting 
and dispensing, a family re- 
source centre to support 
parents and caregivers, and 
a youth drop-in. 


"It’s about getting families 
the right care where and 
when they need it," Wynne 
said during the opening. 

The province has also 
committed to $300 million 
in additional funding over a 
three year period in order to 
add 2,000 new teachers, 
specialized support staff 


e launches new branch of Mississauga-based 


and education workers with 
the goal to eliminate wait 
lists for special education 
assessments. 

An additional $62 million 
dollar investment into the 
Ontario Autism Program 
has also been announced. 


Health and Wellness - Their Journey’s Time 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Death. 

It doesn’t matter who we 
are — rich or poor; famous or 
not; young or old — it hap- 
pens. 

We think we will live for- 
ever and we will always have 
time, but will we? We think 
we will always have people 
there we care about and that 
help us, but will we? 

Each of us have a journey 
through life and the journe 
will take many curves an 
unexpected bends. It is all 
part of our journey. Genera- 
tions come and go and we 
learn from them but then 
their journeys end and we 
have to now learn to take 
over for ourselves. 

Death is a part of living 
along with birth. It is a com- 
plete circle but it is a clock 
ticking down. Do we hear it? 
Probably not! 

It hits home when we hear 
of deaths of others and then 
we realize it could be us or 
someone we care about. 

The Humboldt Broncos 
junior hockey team were on 
their way to a hockey game. 
Did some of them know that 
their clock was out of time? 
How could they? 

We are left with the loss 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


that no amount of tears will 
help. Look at their team pic- 
ture and you will see how 
death has taken more than 
just some unknown boys and 
men away. It took their last 
breath and their deaths will 
live with the survivors and all 
of us for a lifetime. 

Each of us have our time 


set out and sometimes we 
can escape it but not neces- 
sarily. So many people take 
care of elderly patients but is 
it easier to let them go? 

In hospices, caretakers 
take care of patients, but are 
they used to their dying? It is 
never easy and it takes a toll 
on us. 


Thave been to too many fu- 
nerals of all ages and it isn’t 
easy, no matter what the 
cause. Is it easier to be there 
when someone dies or hear 
of a person that has died? 

It doesn’t matter how 
much you loved the person 
or that you didn’t know them 
or weren’t close. It reminds 
us. 

I remember Pierre Elliot 
Trudeau’s son, Michel, died 
as a result of an avalanche 
that swept his body into a 
lake. His body was never 
found and almost two years 
later, Trudeau himself died. 
He had never been the same. 

So, what is worse — having 
to bury someone who isn't 
there or living with the unex- 
pee hope that one day 

e will walk back through the 
door and say “hi, I’m home!” 

So where do they go? We 
see the coffin and the grave 
but are they there? Their de- 
composing physical body is 
there, but nothing more. 

They left when they died, 
so how do we let go? 

There is a beautiful poem 
that I love which explains 
death the best. Death lives 
on to start another journey. 


—e- 


Do Not Stand At My Grave And 
Weep 


by Mary Elizabeth Frye 


Do not stand at my grave and weep. I am not 
there. 


Ido not sleep. 


Tama thousand winds that blow. 


Iam the diamond glints on snow. 


Tam the sunlight on ripened grain. 


Iam the gentle autumn rain. 


When you awaken in the morning's hush, 


Tam the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 


IT am the soft stars that shine at night. 


Do not stand at my grave and cry; Iam not 
there. 


I did not die. 
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Peel Police use social media to 
educate public on 911 


Peel Police announced 
last week that it will be in- 
creaseing its efforts to ed- 
ucate the public on 
unintended and_ non- 
emergency 911 calls via a 
social media campaign. 

According to a state- 
ment last week, the police 
force said that their oper- 
ators answer an average 
of 30,000 911 calls each 
month, with less than 
60% being deemed as 
emergencies. 

By reaching out to the 
public through _ social 
media outlets, such as 
Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube, the force says 
their goal is to educate the 
public on the proper use 
of the 911 line in the hope 
of reducing improper and 
accidental calle. and en- 
sure those in need of 
emergency services are 
able to get the help they 
require without unneces- 
sary delay. 

Police services across 
Ontario have seen an in- 
crease in unintentional 


and non-emergent 9-1-1 
calls, which represent a 
serious threat to public 
safety and negatively im- 
pact on police resources. 

For every unintentional 
9-1-1 call received, an 
Emergency Services Com- 
municator must deter- 
mine whether an actual 
emergency exists. Every 
second counts when 
someone is waiting for an 
emergency communicator 
to pick up a 9-1-1 call and 
dispatch police, emer- 
Reney medical services, or 
ire. 

Police media reps say 
they are taking a proactive 
role by contacting the in- 


dividuals responsible for 
unintentional 911 calls, 
with the intention of edu- 
cating them on the poten- 
tial risk to public safety 
that these calls can pose. 
The force has also cre- 
ated, and have released to 
the public, educational 
and Public Service An- 
nouncement videos (in 
several languages) to rein- 
force our message. 
Residents who place an 
unintentional 9-1-1 call 
should stay on the line, be 
prepared to answer ques- 
tions and let the emer- 
gency operator know it 
was an unintentional call. 


Students and advocates in Peel to be 
honored during Education Week 


Celebrations, activities 
and events will be the name 
of the game as the 250-plus 
schools across Peel Region 
honor students and com- 
munity advocates during 
Education Week, which 
runs from Apr. 23 - 27. 

Peel District School 
Board will host hundreds of 
events to recognize notable 
students, staff, community 
members and volunteers 
for their work, including a 
Showcase of Excellence to 
honor recipients for their 
contributions to public ed- 
ucation. 

Education Week is a time 


to reflect on the work that 
takes place in our schools 
and worksites every day, 
said PDSB education direc- 
tor Peter Joshua. “(This) is 
an opportunity to celebrate 
public education and the 
wonderful accomplish- 
ments of our students, staff 
and members of the com- 
munity," he said. 

“Their stories remind us 
of the power each of us has, 
each and every day, in 
every role, to inspire suc- 
cess, confidence and hope 
in each student." 

33 recipients will be pre- 
sented with Awards of Ex- 


cellence, including Pal- 
grave Public School vice- 
principal Robert Gardner 
and a posthumous honor 
for Ward 1 Councillor Jim 
Tovey, who passed away 
earlier this year. 

The recognition event 
will also feature student 
artwork, catering by Rick 
Hansen Secondary School 
hospitality students and 
staff, and a photo booth led 
by the Kenollie Public 
School grade 5 and 6 pho- 
tography team. 

Students from Fletcher's 
Meadow Secondary School, 
and Alton, Fallingbrook, 
and Ross Drive public 
schools with perform live 
music. The presentation of 
the awards will begin with 
a duo performance by a 
student and staff member 
from Thomas Street Middle 
School. 

The Showcase of Excel- 
lence will take place on 
Apr. 30 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
HJA Brown’ Education 
Centre (5650 Hurontario 
Street). 
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Peel Region Holds #JerseyDay 


In Honor Of Humboldt Broncos 


Staff from across the Region donned their favorite hockey gear in tribute to the Humboldt Broncos 


during “Jersey Day” last week. 


Tens of thousands of residents across the country wore jerseys to show their support after the 
tragic accident that claimed the lives of 16 players and staff in Saskatchewan, including Peel Re- 


gional Council (top), Caledon Council (middle) and MiWay staff (bottom). 


(Submitted Photos) 
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Brampton Emergency Response Volunteers VegFest grows into Port Credit 
recognized by Province 


In the run-up to National a special ceremony 
Volunteer Week and Emer- Ralph Denney, Linda 
gency Preparedness Week, Duguay, Krishan Dutt, Louise 
Brampton has honoured six Gomez, Brian Gower and Bruce 
Emergency Response Volun- Lilley were all recognized for 
teers with 2018 Volunteer Serv- _ their volunteer service, most of 
ice Awards. which spanned 15 years. 

The Honourable Harinder Mayor Linda Jeffrey 
Malhi, Minister of the Status of | thanked the volunteers for their 
Women presented the six _ years of service to the commu- 
awards on Wednesday on behalf nity and expressed her confi- 
of the Province last week during dence that the members "reflect 


our cammunity 


& 


a community where residents 
reach out to help their neigh- 
bours when they need a hand". 
The emergency response 

program provides support dur- 
ing large community emergen- 
cies and various Brampton 
events along with free training 
certifying program participants 
to assist emergency responders 
when an emergency incident oc- 
curs, and assist in public educa- 
tion on preparedness. 

"Although there have been 
few emergencies where CERV 
have been called out to assist, 
helping out at various city events 
has provided an opportunity to 
inform the general public about 
what the city’s Emergency Man- 
agement Office and (the pro- 
gram) are doing, and provide 
basic information on being pre- 
pared for emergencies.” said Lil- 
ley, adding, “Brampton is very 
well prepared for any emer- 
gency that we might face, and is 
probably the best-prepared city 
in the country.” 


Mississauga will be host 
the inaugural Vegfest this 
spring along the banks of 
the Credit River in Port 
Credit. 

The festival, which has 
been hosted in other cities 
across the country, is being 
hosted in collaboration with 
the Port Credit BIA, and 
aims to bring a group of 
dedicated volunteers and 
thousands of visitors to the 
city on Saturday, May 12th 


from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Port Credit is set to be 
the backdrop for a festival 
encouraging and embracing 
a "healthy, sustainable and 
conscious lifestyle". 

Over 60 vendors will be 
in attendance displaying a 
variety of vegan food, body 
care products, animal sanc- 
tuaries, clothing and more. 

The public is invited to 
learn and explore the bene- 
fits of a Ata based ee 


for our health, our environ- 
ment, and the animals. The 
festival includes a Kids 
Sanctuary for children to 
enjoy. Admission is free. 
To learn more about 
this celebration of plant- 
based living with delicious 
food, non-profit organiza- 
tions and exhibits and mer- 
chandise, visit 
www. mississaugavegfest.ca. 


Tim Hortons vm 
SOUTHSIDE SHUFFLE 


THE SOUTHSIDE 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 


ALL-STARS 


~ JUNO AWARD WINNER 
STEVE STRONGMAN 


JUNO AWARD WINNER 
CHUCK JACKSON 


DOORS OPEN @ 7PM * SHOW @ 8PM 
SINGLE TICKETS: $45 ¢ TABLE OF 10: $400 


TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AND CASH ONLY SALES AT: 
IMPRESSIONABLE GIFTS, 74 LAKESHORE RD. E., PORT CREDIT 


SILENT AUCTION CASH / VISA 
PORT CREDIT LEGION * 35 FRONT STREET NORTH 


wT on aan 
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~ MAPLE BLUES AWARD 
CHERYL LESCOM 


INTRODUCING 


PATRICK FOCKLER 


Sikh Heritage Month Continues 
with Vaisakhi Celebrations 


Sikhs across _ Peel 
marked the founding of 
the Khalsa - the commu- 
nity of baptized Sikhs - 
this past weekend during 
Vaisakhi. 

The holiday, which holds 
religious and significant 
historical value for Sikhs 
and Hindus, recognizes 
the start of the spring har- 
vest and freedom of con- 
science and religion for all 

“We are fortunate to live 
in a country like Canada 
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where we can celebrate 
our festivals and share our 
culture, traditions, and 
language with all Canadi- 
ans, while upholding and 
exemplifying the tenets of 
Sikhism — Naam Japo, 
Kirat Karo, and Vand 
Chakko,” said Brampton- 
North MP Ruby Sahota, 
who acknowledged the 
holiday in a release sent on 
Sunday. 

Sikhism is rooted in the 
teachings of equality, 


unity, selfless service and 
social justice — values that 
Canadians strive to incor- 
porate into daily life. 

Vaisakhi day celebra- 
tions often include the 
decoration of Gurdwara 
and satsangs (congrega- 
tions) being held, along 
with community fairs and 
nagar kirtan processions. 

Canada is home to one of 
the largest Sikh popula- 
tions in the world. 
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“Curling on Grass” 


Local residents looking 
for a change from the or- 
dinary can_ kick off 
spring in style, as the 
Brampton Lawn Bowling 
Club will host their an- 
nual open house and free 
trial event this May. 

Situated at the Flower 
City Lawn Bowling Facil- 
ity at the Community 
Centre of the same 


name, the club has been 
providing | lawn bowling 
or adults in the city for 
more than a century. 
Residents are invited 
to visit the Brampton 
Lawn Bowling Club and 
try the sport, which is 
played in a relaxed, 
recreational atmos- 
phere. Meet new friends 
and keep fit with low im- 


pact exercise. 

Lawn bowling is played 
at the competitive level 
around the world. 

Team Canada recently 
competed in the 2018 
Commonwealth Games 
in Australia. 

The Brampton Club 
has also been the train- 
ing ground for numer- 
ous Provincial and 


Canadian champions 
over many years. 

The Club’s annual 
Open Houses and free 
eg os will 

be held on Saturday, 
May 12 from 1:30 - 4 
p.m. andMonday, May 
14 to Wednesday, May 
16th from 7 - 9 p.m. on 
the greens. 

No experience is neces- 


sary to get started, as the 
Club provides equip- 
ment and _ instruction. 
New members are al- 
ways welcome. 

Day and evening play- 
ing times are available 
for drop in and league 
games. Membership is 
only $75 for new mem- 
bers for the May to Sep- 
tember outdoor season 


- Brampton Lawn Bowling Club Hosts Open House 


and $100 for returning 
members. 

The Flower City Com- 
munity Campus is lo- 
cated at the southwest 
corner of Queen Street 
West and McLaughlin 
Road. 

For more details visit 
www.bramptonlawn- 
bowling.ca. 


Residents are invited to 


Brampton hosts first annual Sports Day this weekend 


learn about sports in their 
community at the Bramp- 
ton’s first-ever Sports Day 
this Saturday (Apr. 21). 

Try out a new sport at 
free drop-ins between 10 
am. - 4 p.m. at the 
Brampton Soccer Centre 
and Cassie Campbell 
Community Centre. 

Featured sports include 
baseball, lacrosse, soccer, 
track, football, martial 
arts, gymnastics, wheel- 
chair Basketball hockey, 
swimming and more. 

Programming is pro- 
vided by the City and its 
affiliated youth sports or- 
ganizations, the Brampton 
Sport Alliance, along with 
other community sport 
providers. 

Families are invited to 
connect with our local 
minor sport groups, learn 
more about their pro- 
grams and the wide vari- 
ety of activities available 


around the city. 

“Brampton has a rich 
sports history, developin 
outstanding athletes an 
dedicated sports fans,” 
said Mayor Linda Jeffrey 
in a statement Monday 
morning. 

“Playing sports is a great 
way to have fun, make 
friends, and maintain an 
active, healthy lifestyle. 
(This) is a great opportu- 
nity to help young people 
explore diffe rent options 
and find a sport they 
enjoy.’ 

Brampton has a collec- 
tive 233+ outdoor/indoor 
sports fields, 36 recreation 
facilities, 18 ice pads, 13 
swimming pools, 7 fitness 
centres, 4 outdoor skating 
rinks, 1 9-hole public golf 
course and 1 ski hill. 

For a full schedule of 
events, visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca. 


April 21 
10am -4pm 
Free 


fu) Ei 8 & brampton.ca/recreation 


SPORTS 
DAY IN 
BRAMPTON 


Brampton Soccer Centre 
and Cassie Campbell 
Community Centre 


Try new sports and activities! 


7 BRAMPTON 
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by Dave Robinson 


The primary purpose of 
minor professional sports 
teams is to develop players 
for the big team, so they 
can maximize their ability 
to win games. 

The Brampton Beast, the 
lone Canadian entry in the 
East Coast Hockey League, 
are the team with greatest 
amount of player move- 
ment for the 2017-18 sea- 
son. 

The Beast, who have just 
completed their fifth sea- 
son as a minor pro hockey 
team, continue to develop 
players for the Montreal 
Canadiens and, most re- 
cently, the Ottawa Senators 
of the NHL. 

As an example, the team 
recorded 27 player move- 
ments during the season. 
That included 9 goalies - 
unprecedented in the 
team’s brief history. 

This is quite an accom- 
plishment, considering 
many of the teams in the 
league have been in busi- 
ness for much longer then 
the Beast. 
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Part of the reason for the 
player movement was the 
amount of injuries sus- 
tained by the major teams 
during the season. The 
Canadiens, their AHL affil- 
iate Laval Rocket and the 
Ottawa Senators all had 
subpar seasons and missed 
the playoffs, due largely to 
untimely injuries of key 
personnel requiring call 
ups from the Beast. 

The other part of the 
equation is the exit of key 
players to European 
Hockey Leagues, where 

layers can earn a better 
iving then they would with 
minor pro team in North 
America. 

With a limited career 
timeline, players will seek 
the highest paying jobs 
available to them before 
their careers come to an 
end. 

In a phone conversation 
with Anthony Fusco, man- 
ager of PR and media rela- 
tions, he stated the team 
was disappointed to miss 
the playoffs, but there were 


many positives that they 
can build on for next sea- 
son. 

Several players, like cap- 
tain Brendon Marino with 
67 points and Burlington’s 
Brando MacLean who lead 
the team in shorthanded 
goals, had career seasons. 

This is indicative of the 
quality of the player devel- 
opment programs lead by 
head coach Colin Chaulk. 

Goalie Zach Fucali, who 
was a first round draft pick 
of the Montreal Canadiens, 
played most of last season 
with the Beast. He has now 
earned a starting role with 
the Laval Rocket of the 
AHL. 

Fan attendance contin- 
ues to climb as the team es- 
tablishes itself in the 
Brampton community. 

The average attendance 
is over 3,000 per game, 
which is _ considerably 
higher than the attendance 
figures of the former OHL 
Brampton Battalion, who 
departed for North Bay 
some years back. 
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Beast Missed Playoffs but Lead the ECHL in 
Player Development 


Off the ice, the team con- 
tinues to attract top local 
talent in the areas of mar- 
keting, ticket sales, corpo- 
rate sponsor development 
and community relations. 

Anthony Fusco is a prime 
example of the success the 
team has been having in 
off-ice staff recruiting. 

A graduate of Laurier 
University and Conestoga 
college, he majored in jour- 
nalism and broadcasting. 

After graduating, he did 
some co-op with CBC and 
TJN before landing his cur- 
rent job with the Beast last 
October. 

He serves several roles as 
the point person for the 
media and colour com- 
mentator on the Beast 
ECHL pay TV site along 
side play by play caller 
Chris Ba lard, 

A typical ECHL TV view- 
ership is 400-500 people 
watching the games on any 
given night. This is growing 
and definitely leads to im- 
proved ticket sales at the 
gate. 
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Anthony also assists with 
Community involvement 
events - key to the Beast 
rising ticket sales. 

Community involvement 
is key to the ticket sale 
campaigns, adds Fursco. 

“At this level and in this 
competitive market, it is 
key for the team to get the 
players out into the com- 
munity to meet the fans as 
often as the schedule will 
permit The fans are more 

ikely to buy a ticket to a 
game if they have had some 
previous interaction with 
the team at a prior commu- 
nity event.” 

The team has been seen 
all over town at schools, 
hospital visits, park clean 
ups, carnivals, parades, fes- 
tivals and fairs. 

The other good news 
item is the pending change 
in arena sponsorship slated 
for later this summer. 

The Brampton Powerade 
Center will undergo a 
sponsor name change be- 
coming the CAA Centre. 

The Canadian Automo- 
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bile Club will take over 
naming rights of the 
Brampton arena from Coca 
Cola Powerade. The sports 
drink company has been 
the lead sponsor on the 
building since the venue 
opened in 1998. The venue 
will continue to be man- 
aged by the Realstar 
Group, a property manage- 
ment company. 

The CAA name change is 
expected within the next 
couple of months and the 
contract will last 10 years. 
Powerade will continue on 
as the venues main bever- 
age provider. 


Dave Robinson is a 36 
year Mississauga resident 
with passion for a variety 
of _ sports including, 
hockey, skiing, snowshoe- 
ing, triathlon, golf and 
windsurfing. When he is 
not writing about sports, 
he can be found running 
the Credit River trails or 
riding his bike out toward 
Milton. 
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